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Stan Harris went on a ‘Disabled Hunter’ hunt this fall in Ontario Canada for black bear.  Stan is 57 and is plagued with both rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis.  Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is an autoimmune disease that causes chronic inflammation of the joints. Unlike his osteoarthritis which causes breaks down and wears away cartilage causing pain, swelling, and loss of motion, Rheumatoid arthritis can also cause inflammation of other organs in the body.  Typically rheumatoid arthritis is a progressive illness that has the potential to cause joint destruction and functional disability. 

Mike and Grace Piano went along with Stan as they drove the twelve hours up to Mountain Cove Lodge near Espanola Canada in hopes of bagging Stan’s very first black bear.  On a crisp August day Stan started his six-day hunt.  As the days went by so did the bear. Although the hunt was great and he saw many black bear Stan was unable to make a successful shot and his prayers of bagging a nice black bear went unanswered.   Despite this set back Stan did have a chance to fish for trout, northern pike, and walleye.  All said and done the trip was a wonderful experience and Stan is very grateful to SCI Ohio Chapter for the chance he was given.
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